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The front garden at the Clubhouse getting some much needed TLC
during the latest working bee



CLUB MEETINGS
The Management Committee’s next meeting will be Monday 3 February at 

4.00pm, at the Club premises at 28a Grove Street Cairns. Members are welcome 
to attend and/or bring issues to the Committee at this time.

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
First of all, a very merry Christmas and a great new year to all our club members!

Thanks for all the help and support given to the club during the year. It has been a very 
busy year for us with many new members, classes, workshops etc. And of course, many 

new ceramic works being produced at the clubhouse during the year.
Our last activity for the year was our traditional Christmas Fair held on Saturday 

December 7th, which we have been holding at the clubhouse for 40 years. Thanks to all 
the people who brought their ceramics works to sell, and the many potters who came 
and helped set up and take down the show, who helped out with sales, and who gave 
the children a go with playing with clay. All in all, it was a successful day. Some photos 

are below.
This year we were lucky to have a coffee cart where people could buy coffee and tasty 
homemade cakes. That place was very popular! Thank you to Laura for donating the 

consumables for the coffee cart, and to Richard for donating your time making coffees.
From 8am to 2pm there was a steady flow of visitors wanting to buy some of our 

pottery, and we sold just under $2000 worth of pottery during the day!
The Management committee will now take a well-earned break until February 2020, 

however you are all welcome to use the clubhouse over the holidays.
Thanks, Lone White



AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR WILL NOT BE TOLERATED
All members, students and volunteers at the Cairns Potters Club have the right to a safe 

environment free of abusive, aggressive or violent behaviour. If you display abusive, 
threatening or violent behaviour towards anyone at our clubhouse, you will be given a 

warning. If a second warning is required, your membership could be cancelled.

REGULAR CLUBHOUSE CLASSES & CASUAL GATHERINGS
EVENING CLASSES - Option 1: $28 per class, Option 2: Beginner Pass $150 for 8 classes 
over a 4 week period (both option 1 & 2 include clay and tools), or Option 3: $120 for 
5 classes (excludes clay)
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY EVENINGS - 6:30pm to 9:00pm
NOTE: January 2020 - Wednesday nights only. Then from 5-6 Feb the classes will re-
turn to the format above.
Wheel throwing and hand building class for beginners and existing potters who would 
like to refresh their skills.
Contact Yuki - yuki.koyuki@hotmail.com or 0438 741 922 (prefer SMS).
CHILDREN’S CLASSES - $25 per child
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS - 3:30pm to 5:30pm
Fun creative arts based classes working with each individual to create their own special 
art pieces while learning basic properties of clay: coil, pinch pots, slab, texture, sculpture 
etc.
Contact Dianne - 0405 227 633
CLUB MEMBER GET TOGETHERS - No Cost Involved
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY MORNINGS - 9.00am to 12.00pm
NEW TIME ADDED - TUESDAY NIGHTS - From 5pm!
Members can practise their hand building, wheel throwing, decorating and glazing tech-
niques and perhaps share a firing. It is also a chance to get to know other potters and 
share their joy in pottery making.
Contact Glenys - 0487 194 747
Contact Yuki - 0438 741 922 (prefer SMS).
Contact Jake - 0478 049 633 (for Tuesday Night only)



COMMITTEE POSITIONS in 2020
Please consider being part of the club’s committee - it is rewarding work!

Please contact Lone White or register at the 2020 AGM in March. (See contact details on last page)

GIVING THANKS
Russell French is taking a break from wheel throwing workshops in 2020.

John Charlton, current Vice-President, kiln instructor and kiln maintenance guru, 
and committee member Sandra Anlezark, have advised that they will be unavailable 
for any committee positions in 2020. Suzy Cory is retiring from the role of Secretary 

but will continue to write these (awesome) newsletters.
The committee give thanks to the awesome effort these members - and all the 

committee members - put into the Cairns Potters Club in 2019
We also give thanks for the work done by our handyman Gary Towler, plumber 
Murray Lawson, and to Marc Corleone from Fire Detection Technologies for the 

donation of a new fire extinguisher..

PRICE INCREASE REMINDER
Fees that will be brought into effect on 1st Jan 2020:

• Single Member - $55
• Family Membership - 2 people from same family - $65
• Associate Member - people who reside outside the Cairns District - $45
• Student - 18 years and under - $25
• Concession - must show social security card - $40
• Yearly Key Fee - $30 per key
• Kiln Firing Fee - This will increase by $5 per firing
Note - Memberships are an Annual Subscription from Jan 1st - Dec 31st

EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST IN ADULT
ART & CERAMICS

CLASSES
Please contact Dianne

on 0405 227 633
Classes will start in

February 2020

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
When you come to the Clubhouse you MUST sign IN and OUT in the book next to the entrance. 

Students attending classes must also have their names entered in the book, however the teacher 
running the class is responsible for doing this. It is an insurance requirement. Please take a 
moment when you next arrive to locate the book and fill it out when you arrive and leave.



SPICK AND SPAN CLUBHOUSE AND GARDENS
The working bee held on Saturday 30 November saw a good number of members 

turn up to help spruce up the gardens and inside the clubhouse.
It’s amazing how many hands make light work!

A skip bin was filled with loose building materials, old pottery and glazes that were 
unnamed and unowned.

The clubhouse was “de-cobwebbed” internally, the kitchen and toilet cleaned, and 
the glaze room cleaned and re-organised. 

The floors will be pressure washed during the week coming, when the club house
is not in use.

The gardens were weeded, raked, and mulch that was donated by Beecroft Tea 
Tree in Atherton was spread across the weeded front garden beds.
We thank all who came and helped out. It was a fantastic effort!



WEBSITE GALLERY
Club members are invited to submit an Artist’s Statement and photographs of 
artwork that represents your artistic style for inclusion in the Gallery page on 

our website. Your artist’s statement should be one paragraph in length and may 
include your contact details at the end of the paragraph if you wish.  Please email 

your Artist Statement and photographs to our web master Leanne Kear
(See contact details on last page).

SLAB ROLLER
Please ensure you use the appropriate canvas (dark clay or light clay) is placed 

under and over the clay, when you are rolling clay through the slab roller.
Clay should not go through without the canvas!

NEW RULES FOR KILN USE
As you may be aware from the previous newsletters and emails, we have been running 
workshops on how to use our kilns. This  workshop is a prerequisite for any member 
who wishes to use the kilns in the future. Even after attending the workshop, you must 
be supervised twice, packing and firing the kiln by another qualified member, before 
you are permitted to use the kilns unsupervised. The only way to book a kiln until you 
are on the ‘permitted users list’ is to contact a qualified user - Yuki, Glenys, John or 
Amanda - and check if they are available to help you. Only the qualified user is allowed 
to contact the kiln officer (Amanda) to book the space for your firing on the Kiln Calendar. 
As more and more members become capable of sole use of the kiln, there will be more 
members available to help supervise others. We will update the list of qualified kiln users 

periodically so you all know who to contact.

USE OF THE NEW STOOLS
There is a tonne of evidence based research in the pottery 

world that states your stool should be at the same level 
as the wheel head, with your nose directly over the top of 
your clay. At the Cairns Potters Club we recommend you 

use the new stools that have been custom made to suit our 
wheels. Even if you are not used to how they feel, please 

give them a go, and you will see a marked improvement in 
your centering, your finished results, and your back pain!

WHAT TO DO WITH CLAY SLOPS
The Cairns Potters Club encourages you to recycle your clay slops. It can be a time 

consuming process, but it doesn’t have to be an unreasonable amount of work. Plus, 
recycled clay is clay that you don’t have to buy!

However if you do not want to take your slops home to recycle, please place them into 
the large bins located out the back behind the kiln cage. Make sure to place white slops 

and dark slops into the corresponding bins.



President   Lone White
lone@tpg.com.au
07 4053 7508
Vice President  John Charlton
jondra2003@yahoo.com.au
0427 603 403
Treasurer   Mark Davis 
paladin_67@hotmail.com
0418 155 106
Librarian and Minutes Secretary Chris George
chrisg34@bigpond.net.au
07 4053 2240
Secretary   Suzy Cory
cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com 
0431 665 811 (best contact is via email please)
Newsletter   Suzy Cory
cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com 
0431 665 811 (best contact is via email please)
Web Master  Leanne Kear
lkear@bigpond.net.au
0400 556 222

2019 Management Committee & Contact Details
Kiln Booking Officer Amanda McGahan
mataama54@gmail.com
0409 153 686
Clay Orders Di Sant
  0419 657 553
Glass Officer Vacant
Publicity Officer Vacant

Committee Members
Tom Britton	 kbritton@tpg.com.au
  07 4053 5848
Sandra Anlezark jondra2003@yahoo.com.au
  0427 603 403
Yuki Horiki  yuki.koyuki@hotmail.com
  0438 741 922
Geoff Riley  atavis1@hotmail.com
  0400 397 980
Hedy Verhulst hedy.verhulst@hotmail.com
  0428 883 121
Felicity Bury felicity19@optusnet.com.au
  0434 047 974

KEEPING THE CLUB CLEAN AND TIDY
• All members should respect the club and the facilities offered, and be 

considerate enough to clean up after they use the facilities.
• Please clean up after yourself, including cleaning of all bowls, tools, tables, 

sponges, wheels and surrounding floor. Take your clay slops home in a sealed 
bucket or place into the Slops Bucket at the clubhouse.

• Please clean the kitchen area after you use it. Hang out sponges and dish 
towels to dry. Take home your food from the fridge, as we dispose of it weekly 
otherwise.

• Please remember to take your rubbish home with you as the Club does not 
have a council rubbish pick up service. We are trying hard to control the rat 
population in and around the club, therefore NO FOOD, SCRAPS, TEA BAGS 
etc TO GO INTO THE RUBBISH BIN.

• Please do not store your belongings at the Club. It would be brilliant and easy 
if we all could do this, but there simply is not enough room for everyone to be 
doing this. Come and take your items home ASAP! Any unclaimed pottery will 
be sold on by the club for the next experimental raku sessions, or disposed of.

IDENTIFY YOUR WORKS
If you plan to take the risk and leave your work in the clubhouse (please see final point 
above in ‘keeping the club clean and tidy’) then please leave a note with your work that 
contains the following info:
• Your name
• Your contact details
• Date when you plan to return to finish the work
This way we can at least have some idea how long work has been at the club for, and if 
it’s been left untouched for more than one month, we will contact you to find out when 
you are coming back. If we cannot contact you, there is a high chance the items will be 
disposed of.



From
The Cairns Potters Club
PO Box 1470
Cairns Q 4870


