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FEBRUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER

Melting Pot Exhibition Space set up at the Cairns Art Gallery

Please note: Opinions expressed or advertisements displayed by contributors to this newsletter are 
not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive Officers or the Committee.

Whilst every effort is made to publish accurate information, Cairns Potters Club Inc.
accepts no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed.



CLUB MEETINGS
The Management Committee meeting is held on the first Monday of the 
month at 4.00pm at the Club premises at 28a Grove Street Cairns.
Members are welcome to attend and/or bring issues to the Committee
at this time.

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
2018 was a very busy year for the Cairns Potters Club and after decisions made 
at the first Management Committee meeting on February 4th, it looks like we 
will again be having a very eventful year. Already there are talks about several 
workshops and a club members get together for a raku and pit firing in April.
However the next big event will be our Annual General Meeting, which is set for 
Saturday 23 March 2019. We would love to see more new members being part of 
the committee and coming  up with new ideas etc. So please, think about joining 
the committee and help us make sure that the club keeps going well into the 
future.
Kind regards,
Lone White

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
When you come to the clubhouse you MUST sign IN and OUT in the book 
next to the entrance. Students attending classes must also have their names 
entered in the book, however the teacher running the class is responsible for 
doing this. It is an insurance requirement.
Please take a moment when you next arrive to locate the book and fill
it out when you arrive and leave.

CLAY ORDER
The delivery of up-coming clay order has been delayed due to the floods in 
Townsville. Lone will send out an email to let you know when it has arrived.

DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE YOUR YEARLY 
MEMBERSHIP

Membership forms are available on our website or hard copies are in the
club house



TAFE POTTERY COURSES
There are two 10 week courses at TAFE starting 12 February and running until 16 
April. Either course costs $390.00.
“Introduction to Wheel Thrown Pottery (Stoneware) - NONAC10058” 
Suitable for beginners and experience wheel-throwers. The fee includes the 
glazing and firing of the pottery pieces you produce in class. Instruction will be 
given on the use of the pottery wheel with the aim of creating a finished piece 
such as a coffee mug, bowls and small plates. Instruction will be given on glazing 
and finishing processes. 
“Advanced Ceramic Project Work” - NONAC10046
Suitable for students with intermediate to advanced skills in construction 
i.e. wheel-thrown or hand-building and a basic knowledge of glazing and firing. 
The aim is to add or improve skills in a student’s chosen area in consultation 
with the teacher. The fee includes the glazing and firing of the pottery pieces you 
produce in class.
Please call the admission office on 1300 308 233 and quote the code above 
when booking the particular course you wish to attend.

CLUBHOUSE HAPPENINGS
CHILDRENS’ CLASSES - Classes start again on Thurs 7 February
THURSDAYS - 3.45pm to 5.00pm
Contact Hedy - 0428 883 121 or email hedy.verhulst@hotmail.com

EVENING CLASSES - Classes start again on Wed 6 February
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY EVENINGS - 6:30pm to 9:00pm
Wheel throwing and hand building class for beginners and existing
potters who would like to refresh their skills.
Contact Yuki - yuki.koyuki@hotmail.com or 0438741922 (prefer SMS).

CLUB MEMBER GET TOGETHERS
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY MORNINGS - 9.00am to 12.00pm
NO COST INVOLVED
Members can practise their hand building, wheel throwing, decorating and 
glazing techniques and perhaps share a firing. It is also a chance to get to 
know other potters and share their joy in pottery making.
Contact Glenys - 0487194747 or
Contact Yuki - 0438741922 (prefer SMS).



HOW TO MAKE PAPER CLAY by Lone White
Paperclay has properties that allow immense flexibility of use, particularly in 
the joining process. Because joining can take place at any stage of the drying 
process work can be left for extended periods of time. It is used in a variety 
of construction techniques including slabs, bricks, liquid slip, fibre coiling and 
moulds.
The following is a recipe for how I make paper clay:
1. Shredded paper (newspaper, toilet paper etc) soaked in plenty of hot 
water overnight, blended until pulped. (I use an electric paint blender to 
make it to a pulp and the cheapest toilet paper at the supermarket)
2. Remove excess water with sieve and/or squeeze with hands to get rid of 
excess water.
3. Mix 1/4 paper pulp with 3/4 clay slip (soft clay well mixed with no lumps, a 
bit thicker than milk) by volume. Mix well.
4. Pour the porridge like mixture onto a plaster slab or suspend on a cloth to 
let it dry until it can easily be kneaded or wedged like normal clay ready for 
pottery making.
5. Keep some paperclay slip aside in a plastic squeeze bottle for use as “glue”.
6. Break or cut dry paperclay slabs into desired shapes before building. Stick 
together with “glue”.
7. Recycle dry scrapes by placing them in warm water, leave for one day and 
pour on to a slab or cloth again until leather hard and then get it ready for 
pottery making again.
If you use paper clay to make some pots and there is a crack or cracks in 
the pots or handles when dry, you can mend the crack with leather hard 
paperclay.

HOUSEKEEPING FOR MEMBERS & CLASS PARTICIPANTS
• Please remember to take your rubbish home with you as the club does not have 

a council rubbish pick up service. 
• Please clean up after yourself, including cleaning of all bowls, tools, tables, 

sponges and wheels. Please clean the kitchen area after you use it too. It seems 
some people are still struggling to do this and it really isn’t fair to the members 
who do clean up the club. 

• Please do not store your belongings at the club. It would be brilliant and easy 
if we could, but there simply is not enough room for everyone to be doing 
this. We will be throwing out all boxes and unclaimed pottery in a month from 
today’s newsletter - March 4 is the deadline. Come and take your items home 
ASAP!



CLUB CLEAN UP DAY
On the last Wednesday before Christmas we held the Club’s clean-up day. 
According to our lease with Cairns Regional Council the outside of the 
clubhouse has to be made safe before the cyclone season, so as you can 
see from photos below, a few club members and potters from the regular 
Wednesday group found the time to come and help out. Thanks to all the 
club members who participated. You all worked hard to clean up the garden 
around the clubhouse – even the clay trap!

MELTING POT - NATIONAL CERAMICS EXHIBITION 2018
As mentioned in the last newsletter, the opening night was very successful with 
more than 100 people attending. Thanks to all the potters and families, who came 
for the opening. Some came from as far as Mossman and the Tablelands.
Many people wrote in the visitor’s book comments about the high quality of the 
exhibition, even some people from out of town and overseas phoned me and 
congratulated us for having so many talented artists here in FNQ. Therefore keep 
up the good work!
We managed to sell 9 artworks (worth more than $ 4000), but could have sold 
18 artworks, only some of them had already been sold and some were acquisitive 
awards, so therefor could not be sold. Unfortunately, the Cairns Art Gallery will 
not let us place red stickers on artworks sold, so that caused some confusion. The 
next national exhibition will be in two years time!

NEW CLUB EMAIL ADDRESS
As the hotmail address has stopped being accessible for us to check, we now 
have a new email address for all correspondence. Pease update your address 
book - cairnspottersclub@yahoo.com



CLAY FOR SALE - Price Per Bag 2019 *
Blackwattle - White Paper Clay Stoneware  $25

Walkers No. 10      $23

Walkers White Handbuilding    $20

Walkers School Earthenware / Stoneware  $20

Walkers / Feeneys White Stoneware   $22

Walkers PB 103      $23

Feeneys Dark Stoneware    $21

Feeneys Red Stoneware     $21

Feeneys White Raku Stoneware   $20

Feeneys Buff Raku - Sand    $20

Feeneys Buff Raku - Trachyte    $20

Feeneys Terracotta     $18

Feeneys White Raku     $19

Keanes White Raku     $26

Keanes Special K      $27

Keanes Stoneware 33     $27

Keanes Stoneware 7     $27

Bats (masonite) 20cm diameter   $4

Bats (masonite) 39.5cm diameter   $8

* Non members of Cairns Potters Club will have to pay $5 extra per bag.
Clay types – can all be fired to stoneware temp except Feeneys Terracotta.

How to order:
If you would like to purchase some clay, please contact Di Sant on one of the 
following:
4032 4487, or 0419 657 553, or email disantart@gmail.com

Payment:
Payment for clay can be either cash in person, or directly deposited into the Club’s 
Bendigo Bank account by making an electronic transfer. Make sure to show your 
name and reference clay and/or materials when you choose to do an electronic 
transfer.
Cairns Potters Club / Account # 119552826 / BSB 633-108



2018 Management Committee & Contact Details
President     Lone White
lone@tpg.com.au
07 4053 7508
Vice President    Hedy Verhulst
hedy.verhulst@hotmail.com
07 4053 1727
Acting Treasurer    Mark Davis (Expressions of Interest Sought)
paladin_67@hotmail.com
0418 155 106
Secretary     Dorothy Gourlay
gourlay@ozemail.com.au
0427 075 020
Librarian and Minutes Secretary Chris George
chrisg34@bigpond.net.au
07 4053 2240
Web Master and Kiln Officer  Jennifer Arthur (Expressions of Interest Sought)
jennyarthur57@gmail.com
0402 726 828
Clay Officer     Di Sant
disantart@gmail.com
0419 657 553
Newsletter     Suzy Cory
suzannecory@hotmail.com
0431 665 811 (best contact is via email please)
Glass Officer    Vacant
Publicity Officer    Vacant

Committee Members
Johanna Bradley    johannabradley22@gmail.com
      0403 696 672
Tom Britton     kbritton@tpg.com.au
      07 4053 5848
John Charlton & Sandra Anlezark jondra2003@yahoo.com.au
      0427 603 403
Yuki Horiki     yuki.koyuki@hotmail.com
      0438 741 922
Samallie Kasirye    Dunkasi@bigpond.com
      0478 801 305
Heather McCoy    frantik@Iprimus.com.au
      07 4032 5205



From
The Cairns Potters Club
PO Box 1470
Cairns Q 4870


