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Please note: Opinions expressed or advertisements displayed by contributors to this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive Officers or the Committee. 

Whilst every effort is made to publish accurate information, Cairns Potters Club Inc. 
accepts no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed.

Fan Palms by Ellen Terrell (see p. 3)
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CLUB MEETINGS
The Management Committee meeting is held on the first Monday of the month at 
4.00pm at the Club premises at 28a Grove Street, Cairns. We continue to practice 
social distancing at these meetings.

INSIDE:
Melting Pot 2020

Christmas Fair

Clubhouse Notices

Pottery Classses

Merry Christmas!

What a year it has been for the Cairns Potters Club!

The year started slowly as usual, but then Covid-19 hit us 
around March and we had to close down the clubhouse for 
a few months. However, instead of slowing down, pottery 
making only became more popular with people who now 
had more spare time want to play with clay. Since March the 
club has taken delivery of 500 bags of clay! And 200 more 
bags of clay will be delivered to the clubhouse from The Clay 
Shed in coming weeks, so hopefully there will be clays for 
people to buy so they can play with clay over Christmas and 
in the new year.

We could not hold our usual Mothers’ Day fair this year, 
but our annual Christmas Fair more than made up for it (see 
page 4). Never have we had some many  people coming to 
buy ceramic works and the types of ceramics for sale were 
more varied than ever.

The opening of our bi-annual MELTING POT 2020 exhibition 
at the Cairns Art Gallery last Friday (see page 3) was also 
very successful, despite the gallery only allowing us to have 
75 people attending the opening night. If you have not 
already been to look at the exhibition, then try to find time 
to see it, as it is very diverse and colourful with high quality 
artworks. We have had many people already commenting on 
the great display and sold 13 artworks. The exhibition closes 
10 January 2021.

On behalf of the Cairns Potters Club I wish you all a HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS & A GREAT NEW YEAR with plenty of time for 
pottery making. 

Lone White

Lone White
Cairns Potters Club 

President

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT ...

P
O

T T E R S  C

LU
B

CAIRNS

Cairns Potters Club Newsletter December 20202 |

Remember to stay COVIDSafe! Please read our Covid-19 Guidelines at www.cairnspottersclub.com.



Award Winners

Melting Pot 2020

11 December ‘20 – 10 January ‘21

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6-9.
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1. The Clay Shed — (Non-Acquisitive) — $2,000 Award
No 55: Ellen Terrell — Fan Palms

2. Marion Ireland — (Acquisitive) — $1,500
No 56: Peter Thompson — Paired Forme

3. Goodman Chartered Accountants — (Acquisitive) — $1,200 
No 18: Lynette Griffiths — Dressing up the vacant dawn

4. TAFE Qld North — (Acquisitive) — $1,000
No 6: Mollie Bosworth — Night Moves

5. Michael Healy MP — (Non-Acquisitive) — $500
No 48: Geoff Riley — The Colour of Magic

6. Pottery Kilns & Wheels Nth Qld — (Non-Acquisitive) — $300
No 65: Ian Whittaker — Don’t wanna sail with this ship of fools

7. Cairns Potters Club — (Non-Acquisitive) — $250
No 67: Lone White — 2 Beakers

8. The Australian Ceramics Association — Voucher for membership — $135 
No 5: Brigitte Baumeister — Where is my shoe

9. Collins Booksellers Smithfield — Voucher — $100
No 33: Sharon O’Donnell — Leaves

Highly commended

No 1: Kerri Adams — Tidal Bones
No 9: Felicity Bury — Dorothy over the rainbow
No 23: Lene Kuhl Jakobsen — What we know already
No28: Amanda McGahan — Mum
No 62: Jeannette Warwick — Coral Blue & Coral Bleach

This summer the Cairns Potters Club is staging our 14th MELTING POT National Ceramics 
Exhibition at the Cairns Art Gallery, the first of which was in 1999. The exhibition presents 
current trends and highlights new developments and directions in the mediums of 
ceramics and glass. The Club wishes to congratulate all of our award winners, with grateful 
thanks to our sponsors and everyone who contributed to making the exhibition a success.

A National Ceramics Exhibition

JUDGE: LEN COOK 



Cairns Potters Club

CHRISTMAS
Arts and Crafts Fair

Saturday 5 December 2020
8:00am – 2:00pm

28A Grove Street, North Cairns

Something for Everyone!

Pottery, Sculpture, Arts and Crafts
Unique gifts for the whole family

~
KIDS CLAY PLAY
The clubhouse is to be found across the 
railway lines near the McLeod St Pioneer Cemetery.
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© Jieun Choi

SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER 2020

What a surprise! Never have the club had some many people coming 
to the clubhouse and buying pottery and artworks. Even before 8 am 
people were turning up and looking for works, while stallholders still were 
setting up their works for sale. All in all the club took approx. $ 14,700 in 
sales. We have never sold so much pottery and artworks at a show before, 
usually not more than $5,000 and lately even less.
So — first of all thanks to all the potters who decided to come and sell their 
artworks. It was great to see such a variety of works for sale.
The promotion of the Christmas Fair was also better this year due to face 
book, signs all over town, posters, talks on radio and info in The Cairns 
Post. We will also have to recognize that due to Covid-19 people in 
Cairns seem to again be more appreciative of handmade and creative artworks. Thanks to all 
the members who helped promote the fair, helped setting up and taking down the displays, 
selling the works, letting children play with clay and demonstrating how easy it is to make pot 
on the electric wheel. Without all those potters’ efforts the Christmas fair would not have been 
such a  great success.
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Clubhouse notices
 ❖ PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN IN when you arrive at the clubhouse! This is important 

for insurance purpose, Covid etc. Some new members have left windows open after 
using the clubhouse, and did not put their names down.

 ❖ Just a friendly reminder that all members should show respect for the clubhouse by 
maintaining a clean and professional environment. We all know that clay play is 
messy but please clean up after yourself and wipe down all surfaces before you leave.

 ❖ With so many new members, not everybody 
may be aware that you must take your  clay 
slops home or deposit them into  the clay slop 
bucket next to the sink and not pour it into  the 
sink as this will overwhelm the clay trap outside.

 ❖ A big thank you to Di Sant for cleaning up our 
shed before the plinths come back from the 
gallery — and for all the great work she has 
done for the club.

Membership dues
 ❖ Membership for 2021 is due from 1 January 2021, however we will not be exchanging 

keys until after the AGM in March 2021. Membership fees are available on our 
website, or if you have any queries please email cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com. 

Kiln Workshop
 ❖ Many thanks to our kiln officer, Karen 

Charlebois, who conducted a workshop on 
Sunday 13 December to provide an overview 
of using the electric kilns — packing, props and 
firing cycles.

 ❖ A reminder that potters who attended the 
workshop have to be supervised packing the 
kiln twice before being allowed to fire it alone 
without help.
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For kiln bookings, please contact Astrid —
0406 566 227.



Regular pottery classes for adults and children
Carole Lomax is teaching wheelthrowing off the hump and hand building in classes held 

every Tuesday from 12:30  –2:30 pm. Carole has been involved with the club over many years 
and also taught pottery at TAFE for a long time. She has recently returned from Japan where 
she has spent time involved in a workshop with master potters.
Cost: $ 98 for four consecutive weekly classes or $28 per casual weekly class.
Contact: clomax54@gmail.com or 0424 292 748.

Students will purchase own clay, with additional cost for glaze and firing.

Astrid Elika is running Kids’ Holiday Clay Play on 14 & 15 Janurary, as well as regular 
Wednesday and Thursday classes at the clubhouse — for children from 4-5:30pm and for 
adults from 6-8pm. Adult classes are $25 per session for tuition, with additional clay and 
firing costs based on individual requirements. The children’s classes include clay, colourful 
glazes, and firing. Due to Covid-19 restrictions you must provide your own tools. Please 
contact Astrid on 0406 566 227 for further information or to make your booking.

Samallie Kasirye is currently running classes every Saturday. Places may be available 
for morning (9 am  –12 noon) and afternoon (3  –6pm) sessions and cater to a range of 
experience levels from beginner to advanced. Snacks are provided but for all lessons 
please bring apron, small cushion for the chair and an old towel. Please call Samallie on 
0478 801 305 for more details and to arrange payment.

Remember to stay COVIDSafe! Please read our Covid-19 Guidelines at www.cairnspottersclub.com.
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from theCairns PottersClub
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President Lone White
lone@tpg.com.au
4053 7508

Kiln Booking 
Officer

Karen Charlebois
karen.c.ceramics@bigpond.com
0407 007 556

Vice President Samallie Kasirye
0478 801 305
dunkasi@bigpond.com

Clay Orders Di Sant
0419 657 553

Secretary Laura Ammitzboll
cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com

Glass Officer Kate Prynne
kateprynne@tpg.com.au

Treasurer Mark Davis
paladin_67@hotmail.com
0418 155 106

Publicity 
Officer

Position vacant

Librarian and  
Minutes  Secretary

Chris George 
chrisg34@bigpond.net.au
4053 2240

Maintenance 
Officer

Geoff Riley
0400 397 980
atavis1@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor 
and Website Officer

Dieter Tracey
dietertracey@icloud.com
0413 490 237

Other Committee 
Members

Tom Britton
kbritton@tpg.com.au
4053 5848

Astrid Carthew
astridelika4@gmail.com
0406 566 227

Kiln Calendar
(to check availability) 
https://teamup.com/kshkd8g2sc76kdq19w

2020 Management Committee & contact details
If you are interested in being featured as our Artist of the Month for January please contact the club.
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