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Raku Pot by Eva Papoušková



CLUB MEETINGS
The Management Committee meeting is held on the first Monday of the 

month at 4.00pm at the Club premises at 28a Grove Street Cairns.
We continue to practice social distancing at these meetings.

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Stay-at-home orders saw many people take stock of their lives and reflect on what they 
miss, and perhaps more importantly, don’t miss, about their pre-COVID life. Life goes on 
and with the restrictions easing we can start having fun with clay again!

The club is leasing the premises from Cairns Regional Council and as you know, 
the Council demanded complete closure of their premises. When the Queensland 
Government allowed groups up to 20 to gather, I contacted the Council with a request 
to allow minimal safe access, following Government guidelines, for members to use 
equipment such as the electric wheels and kilns. The good news is that we can now 
open up the clubhouse again, while adhering to certain restrictions. Please see page 3 
for more details.

One thing that the virus did not slow down, was our club members playing with clay! 
So far we have ordered two tons of clays (approx. 200 bags) and materials from The 
ClayShed,and we have now only 11 bags of clays left for members to buy. 

The Cairns Art Gallery is reopening on 13 June 2020, so we are still planning our fifteenth 
Cairns National Ceramics Exhibition —MELTING POT 2020 —at The Cairns Art Gallery 
from 11 December 2020 to 10 January 2021. Do not forget to make that special pot or 
pots for the exhibition.

Kind regards,
Lone White.

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
When you come to the Clubhouse you MUST sign IN and OUT in the book next to the entrance. 
Students attending classes must also have their names entered in the book, however the teacher 
running the class is responsible for doing this. It is an insurance requirement. Please take a moment 

when you next arrive to locate the book and fill it out when you arrive and leave.

A new order of clay and materials will be carried out 
Mid-June.

Please email your request to Lone before 14 June.
lone@tpg.com.au



GREAT NEWS!! WE CAN OPEN AGAIN!!
THIS IS JUST A SUMMARY, PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

THE MESSAGE SENT ALONG WITH THIS NEWSLETTER

The clubhouse will reopen on Monday 8 June but with many 
restrictions in place.

A special information sheet with more details will be sent to you via 
email or post regarding the new restrictions.

A strict maximum of 8 people has been set aside for the workshop 
area – 4 people at wheels and 4 at benches.
8 people are allowed to use the clubhouse

at one time.
It will be a case of first in-first served. If there are already the 

allowed amount of people in the various areas when you arrive, then 
you will not be allowed inside.

There is a special admission form you must complete on site.
A physical distance of 1.5m must be observed at all times while

on the premises.
Potters need to bring their own tools and must also take with them a 

sponge or cloth for cleaning down bench space or wheel after use.
You will need to bring you own drinks etc as the kitchen facilities

must not be used.
If you want to bisque or glaze fire your works, please contact our Kiln 

Officer Amanda - mataama54@gmail.com or 0409153686 before 
bringing your wares into the clubhouse. Amanda will advise when 
you can use an electric kiln or share a firing with other members.

Please do not bring all you works to the club to be fired until agreed 
to with Amanda, this is an effort to keep the space as cleanable as 

possible.
Pottery classes will not start before more restrictions are lifted.

Hopefully the restrictions will be lifted shortly.
We will keep you informed.



ISOLATION WORKS
What have you been working on from home during the Covid-19 lockdown?

Please send your photos to cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com for display in
next month’s newsletter.

RAKU DAY at MAREEBA
What better way to have a post Covid get together - a Raku Day in Mareeba!

Potters Jake, Eva, Russell, Geoff and Suzy drove up the mountain to join John and 
Sandra at their wonderful property in Mareeba. The weather turned into a fine 
sunny day, after a couple of weeks of showers and rain, so away we went! We started 
early as there was a lot of glazing to be done! First off was Geoff’s aluminium foil 
saggar, followed by his horsehair experiments (see next page). We had a few firings, 
a relaxed lunch, and everybody went back to Cairns with their loot! We intend to do 

it again soon!
John & Jake putting wares 

into the bins of combustible 
materials

Eva & Jake’s finished
pottery items

Eva’s pot coming out of the bin

Jake adding sawdust to the bin

Suzy’s pots in the
bin, about the be

sealed
up so they can

combust

John’s Raku kiln
Jake glazing pots



Before (biscuit fired, then fired in Raku)

Aluminium foil saggar pot - by Geoff Riley:
This pot after being biscuit fired has had ferric chloride poured over it in two coats 

with drying time in between.
Once the pot was completely dry, it was wrapped in several layers of aluminium foil 
with copper carbonate and seaweed, which had been soaked in a brine solution and 

allowed to dry.
This was then fired in a raku kiln to 750oC. The pot was then extracted from the kiln 

and the foil removed and the pot allowed to cool naturally.
As it cools the variations in colour develop. Once completely cool, the pot was 

brushed clean and a coating of clear pot sealer applied. 

After (with clear pot sealer applied)

Geoff applying the horsehair to some pots, and the wonderful results!



CLAY FOR SALE - Price Per Bag 2020
Walkers No. 10     $24
Walkers / Feeneys White Stoneware   $23
Walkers PB 103     $24
Clay types – can all be fired to stoneware temperature
How to Order:
Please call Lone on 4053 7508 or email lone@tpg.com.au
Pickup will be at Lone’s House: 18 Duignan St, Whitfield
Payment:
Payment for clay is as per the invoice arranged by Lone White. It can be either cash in 
person when picking up the clay at Lone’s house, or it can be directly deposited into the 
Club’s Bendigo Bank account by making an electronic transfer. Electronic Transfer is 
Preferred.
If you choose to do an electronic transfer, please make sure to add your name and a 
reference to what you are ordering, so we can match your payment to your order.

Account Name: Cairns Potters Club
Account Number: 119552826

BSB Number: 633-108

ABOUT EGYPTIAN PASTE
The basic formula for making Egyptian paste is to keep the clay content low to allow for sufficient 

glass-forming material to be present and to give an open, porous structure that will permit the 
migration of soluble ingredients to the surface. The material will contain about 60% of non-

plastic ingredients such as silica, sand, and feldspar. Clay may be added in amounts up to about 
20%. At least 10% of some soluble soda compound is necessary. Soda may be added as soda ash, 
bicarbonate of soda, borax, or combinations of these. Colouring oxides are added directly to the 

batch. Historically, copper oxide or copper carbonate, which give a beautiful turquoise colour, 
were the colorants typically used. About 3% will give a strong blue. Cobalt oxide, manganese 

oxide, or many commercial stains may also be used.
Egyptian paste is relatively non-plastic, and the forms made with it are usually simple. Bentonite 

can be added to partially overcome this difficulty.
Jewellery or small sculptures made this way may be very beautiful in surface and colour. Beads 
may be fired strung on Kanthal or kiln element wire in the kiln, which will prevent the slight scar 

that occurs if the bead is placed on a kiln shelf. (Such scars can be minimized if the shelf is dusted 
lightly with alumina hydrate or calcium carbonate.) Different colours on the same piece may be 

achieved by inlaying pastes with various colouring oxides.
Attached two recipes that can be fired to bisq temp e.g. around 980 to 1000 degrees.

Egyptian Paste Recipe #1
Cone 010 – 06
Soda Feldspar 38 gm
Silica  38gm
Ball Clay  12gm
Soda Ash  6 gm
Sodium Bicarbonate 6 gm

Egyptian Paste Recipe # 2
Cone 010 – 06
Feldspar  36 gm
Kaolin (China Clay) 12 gm
Bentonite  2 gm
Natriumbicarbonate 6 gm
Copper Carbonate 2-3 gm

Mix the ingredients in a plastic bag, and then add water.



2020 Management Committee & Contact Details
President  Lone White
   lone@tpg.com.au
   4053 7508
Vice President  Cate Mahoney
   catemahoney@hotmail.com
Secretary  Laura Ammitzboll
   lauraammitzboll@gmail.com
Treasurer  Mark Davis 
   paladin_67@hotmail.com
   0418 155 106
Librarian and 
Minutes Secretary Chris George
   chrisg34@bigpond.net.au
   4053 2240
Newsletter Editor Suzy Cory
   suzannecory@hotmail.com
Website Officer  Dieter Tracey
   dietertracey@icloud.com
Kiln Booking Officer Amanda McGahan
   mataama54@gmail.com
   0409 153 686
Clay Orders  Di Sant
   0419 657 553
Glass Officer  Kate Prynne
   kateprynne@tpg.com.au
Publicity Officer Cate Mahoney
   catemahoney@hotmail.com
Maintenance Officer Geoff Riley
   0400 397 980
   atavis1@hotmail.com

Committee Members
Tom Britton  
kbritton@tpg.com.au
4053 5848

Jake Banachak
jakebanachak2018@gmail.com
0478 049 633



From
The Cairns Potters Club
PO Box 1470
Cairns Q 4870


