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Stoneware Planter by Samallie Kasirye

Please note: Opinions expressed or advertisements displayed by contributors to this 
newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive Officers or the Committee. 

Whilst every effort is made to publish accurate information, Cairns Potters Club Inc. 
accepts no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed.
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CLUB MEETINGS
The Management Committee meeting is held on the first Monday of the month at 
4.00pm at the Club premises at 28a Grove Street, Cairns. We continue to practice 
social distancing at these meetings.

INSIDE:
Christmas Fair

Artist of the Month: 
Samallie Kasirye

Melting Pot 2020

New Pottery Classses!

Kiln Workshops

Lately the club feels like it is bursting at the seams. We keep 
getting more and more people signing up as members and 
using the clubhouse, so hopefully some time soon we will get 
approval from council for the long-planned extension to the 
clubhouse building. In the meantime, please take care to look 
after our clubhouse and keep the clay trap clear (see page 4).

Apart from all the classes now conducted at the club, and 
potters busy making and firing pots, the Committee has also 
been busy planning our next National Ceramics exhibition, 
Melting Pot 2020, which will be on display at the Cairns Art 
Gallery from 11 December 2020  until 10 January 2021 ( see 
page  6). Do not forget that entries to the exhibition close on 
Friday 27 November 2020.

If you plan to enter the Melting Pot 2020 exhibition but do 
not think you can manage to get to the gallery to deliver your 
work(s) on Monday 7 December between 10am and noon, 
then you can arrange with Lone to drop them off at her place  
— 18 Duignan St, Whitfield — beforehand, as long as you 
have packed your work(s) well. We still do not know if we will 
be allowed to have an official opening at the Gallery but will 
keep you posted. 

Our next big activity before the end of the year is our traditional 
Christmas Fair, which is always held on the first Saturday 
in December — this year on Saturday, 5 December (see 
pages  2-3). Hopefully you have plenty of pots to sell at the Fair. 

Judging from the amount of clay the club has ordered from 
Clay Shed since March this year, when we closed down due to 
Covid19,  there should indeed be plenty of pots to sell. From 
March until now the club has had 3 tonnes of clay in stock 
(none left) and will later this week receive another 2 tonnes of 
clay. Please note that you will need to collect your clay orders 
on Wednesday or Saturday mornings by arrangement with Di 
Sant 0419657553 or email disantart@gmail.com.

If you like to play with clay over Christmas, make sure you get 
some before we again sell out!

Lone White

Lone White
Cairns Potters Club 

President

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT ...
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Remember to stay COVIDSafe! Please read our Covid-19 Guidelines at www.cairnspottersclub.com.



Cairns Potters Club

CHRISTMAS
Arts and Crafts Fair

Saturday 5 December 2020
8:00am – 2:00pm

28A Grove Street, North Cairns

Something for Everyone!

Pottery, Sculpture, Arts and Crafts
Unique gifts for the whole family

~
KIDS CLAY PLAY
The clubhouse is to be found across the 
railway lines near the McLeod St Pioneer Cemetery.
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FREE ENTRY
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Please participate in our 
Christmas Fair on SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER 2020

Some points to consider are :

 ❖ We need volunteers to help at the Sales Table, to sell refreshments, 
and help at the Clay Play area for kids, please come and lend a hand. 

 ❖ Arrive early — around 7am — to set up your table in a good spot. 
 ❖ If you need a table for your display please contact Lone White on 

4053 7508 (limited tables available). 
 ❖ We will provide a special table for club members who only have a 

few things to sell.
 ❖ You can sell other things apart from pottery, e.g. glass works, 

paintings, jewellery, plants, fruit etc but the items for sale must be 
made by or grown by you. We are all about keeping it local! 

 ❖ You will need to fill in a sales sheet with your name and contact details. You can pick 
up a sales sheet from the clubhouse or ask us to send you one. On the sales sheet you 
must include all the works for sale, each of which must have a sticker with number, 
price and your initials. The club takes 20% commission from sales.

 ❖ Drop your sales sheet at the Sales Table when you arrive. 
 ❖ If you have nothing to sell, you are still welcome to come and help for a few hours. It 

will give you an opportunity to meet up with other potters and get to know about what 
is happening in the club.

 ❖ At 2pm the Fair will close – so you will then have to come and pack up your unsold 
items and help clean up the grounds.

 ❖ Please note, that even if you cannot stay all day, you are still responsible for putting out, 
and packing up your items that are for sale.

Please keep our clubhouse clean!
 ❖ Just a friendly reminder that all members should show respect for the clubhouse by 

maintaining a clean and professional environment. We all know that clay play is 
messy but please clean up after yourself and wipe down all surfaces before you leave.

 ❖ With so many new members, not everybody may be aware that you must take your  
clay slops home or deposit them into  the clay slop bucket next to the sink and 
not pour it into  the sink as this will overwhelm the clay trap outside.
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Kasirye
Samallie 

Dad was very strict and meticulous! While he 

employed other potters to work for him, most 

of them never lasted due to his perfectionist 

nature. Of all the children, I am the only one 

who persevered and continues to make hand 

made pottery combining traditional and 

modern techniques.

If you are interested in finding out more about Kalapata Children’s 
Charity visit; www.kalapata.org or Kalapata charity FB page or 
call me on 0478801305 or email: dunkasi@bigpond.com.

I grew up with natural mud; I sat in mud, played in mud, slept in a mud house, my family cooked in mud. 
My grandmother and father made mud into pottery — for family use, retail and wholesale — in Kampala, 
Uganda. My father paid for my schooling through selling his handmade pottery. He did a lot of slip casting, 
mainly of casserole dishes, teapots, teacups and saucers. We helped him by digging clay with hand hoes and 
shovels, carrying it on our heads and processing it manually. When the well-known and influential potters, 
Michael Cardew and Michael Leach, established a ceramics school at Kyombogo National Institute of Arts 
in Kampala in the late 1930s, my father was one of their first students. He used to tell us that he was the best 
student, so they decided to support him to establish our family pottery outside of Kampala (Busega Pottery).

I first saw an electric potter’s wheel when I came to Australia. At Busega pottery, we used kick wheels and 
standing two-person manual wheels. The standing wheels required two skilled people: one who turned 
the wheel at varying speeds while the potter made pots. While my grandmother used to fire all her hand 
built pottery using the traditional method in the pit, my father fired using recycled oil, mainly from trucks, 
and it wasn’t unusual to find all the kids covered in oil as everyone had to help with jobs around the home.

I have been in Australia for almost 30 years after receiving a study scholarship to study Art at the 
National College of Arts in Sydney. I had an incredible opportunity to work with well-known potters 
in Australia and New Zealand for several years. Some have remained close friends. Ten years ago I 
founded Kalapata Children’s Charity to provide educational opportunities to disadvantaged children 
in  Eastern Uganda from a small community where I was born. All the proceeds I derive from selling my 
pottery is 100% donated to Kalapata children’s Charity.

Artist of the Month
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Regular pottery classes for adults and children
NEW CLASSES! Carole Lomax will be teaching wheelthrowing off the hump and hand 

building in classes to be held every Tuesday from 12:30  –2:30 pm. Carole has been involved 
with the club over many years and also taught pottery at TAFE for a long time. She has recently 
returned from Japan where she has spent time involved in a workshop with master potters.
Cost: $ 98 for four consecutive weekly classes or $28 per casual weekly class.
Contact: clomax54@gmail.com or 0424 292 748.

Students will purchase own clay, with additional cost for glaze and firing.

Astrid Elika is running regular Wednesday and Thursday classes at the clubhouse — for 
children from 4-5:30pm and for adults from 6-8pm. Adult classes are $25 per session 
for tuition, with additional clay and firing costs based on individual requirements. The 
children’s classes include clay, colourful glazes, and firing. Due to Covid-19 restrictions 
you must provide your own tools. Please contact Astrid on 0406 566 227 for further 
information or to make your booking.

Samallie Kasirye is currently running classes every Saturday. Places may be available 
for morning (9 am  –12 noon) and afternoon (3  –6pm) sessions and cater to a range of 
experience levels from beginner to advanced. Snacks are provided but for all lessons 
please bring apron, small cushion for the chair and an old towel. Please call Samallie on 
0478 801 305 for more details and to arrange payment.

Remember to stay COVIDSafe! Please read our Covid-19 Guidelines at www.cairnspottersclub.com.
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Melting
Pot

2020

Craig Hoy
LOOKING BACK, 

LOOKING FORWARD

Melting Pot 2020
11 December ‘20 – 10 January ‘21

Cairns Art Gallery
40 Abbott St, Cairns City QLD 4870
Phone: (07) 4046 4800

Over the years, the ‘Melting Pot’ 
National Ceramics Exhibition has 
highlighted current developments, 
trends and directions in ceramics 
Australia-wide. Entry 
forms for Melting Pot 
2020 are available 
now from the Cairns 
Potters Club website 
or by contacting Lone 
White (07 4053 7508 

Ian Whittaker
QUEENSLANDER

or lone@tpg.com.au).
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KILN WORKSHOPS
We need more people trained to fire the kilns!

Our kiln officer, Karen Charlebois, will be 
conducting two workshops — an overview of using 
the electric kilns packing, props and firing cycles —  

• Sunday 13 December at 10 am. 

• Monday 14 December at 6pm. 

karen.c.ceramics@bigpond.com  |  0407 007 556
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President Lone White
lone@tpg.com.au
4053 7508

Kiln Booking 
Officer

Karen Charlebois
karen.c.ceramics@bigpond.com
0407 007 556

Vice President Samallie Kasirye
0478 801 305
dunkasi@bigpond.com

Clay Orders Di Sant
0419 657 553

Secretary Laura Ammitzboll
cairnspottersclub1@gmail.com

Glass Officer Kate Prynne
kateprynne@tpg.com.au

Treasurer Mark Davis
paladin_67@hotmail.com
0418 155 106

Publicity 
Officer

Position vacant

Librarian and  
Minutes  Secretary

Chris George 
chrisg34@bigpond.net.au
4053 2240

Maintenance 
Officer

Geoff Riley
0400 397 980
atavis1@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor 
and Website Officer

Dieter Tracey
dietertracey@icloud.com
0413 490 237

Other Committee 
Members

Tom Britton
kbritton@tpg.com.au
4053 5848

Astrid Elika
astridelika4@gmail.com
0406 566 227

Kiln Calendar
(to check availability) 
https://teamup.com/kshkd8g2sc76kdq19w

2020 Management Committee & contact details

Regular clubhouse classes and casual gatherings
CLUB MEMBER GET TOGETHERS — No Cost Involved
(must be a Financial Member)

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY MORNINGS — 9.00am to 12.00pm

Members can practise their hand building, wheel throwing, decorating and glazing 
techniques and perhaps share a firing. It is also a chance to get to know other potters and 
share their joy in pottery making.

Please note that Samallie will be conducting her classes on Saturday mornings and 
afternoons for a little while — however she is happy for a couple of people to come and 
work on the wheels  while she conducts her classes if numbers permit.
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